News and Announcements:
MESSAGE FROM FR. KRAMPER: September of 1965
was one big rain event! It was not just a day or two of rain,
but it rained the whole month. The farmers, eager to begin
harvest, had to wait until the rains let up, which put them into
October. How do I remember all this? That was my first semester in the seminary at St. John Vianney, near Elkhorn, NE.
Everybody talked about their big Fall Festival, which drew
thousands of people. In September of 1965, they postponed it
a week, and the next Sunday it was still raining. The crowd
was much smaller and we ate hamburger buns for the next 2
months!
ST. PETER’S : Newcastle Raffle/Breakfast/Brunch/Bake
Sale, Sunday, Sept. 25 at the Parish Hall 8:30 to 1:00. Serving: Scrambled Eggs (from scratch), Sausage Links, Fried
potatoes, Pancakes (from scratch), Biscuits (from scratch) and
Gravy, fresh fruit, and homemade cinnamon rolls. Free-will
donation.
ST. JOSEPH ALTAR SOCIETY meeting Monday, September 26 at 7:00PM in the church basement. If you have an item
that you would like added to the agenda, please contact President Kathie Knerl at 402 755-4280 by Friday, September 23.
KARL RASSMUSSEN Spirit of Peace Scholarship is being
established and donations are being accepted for this scholarship. Donations can be given on line at bishopheelan.org/
rasmussenscholarship or by sending a check to Bishop
Heelan POB 1439 Sioux City, IA 51103 Memo: Karl Rasmussen.

ST. JOSEPH’S FALL FESTIVAL Chicken Dinner, Sunday, October 9. Serving Sneaky’s chicken from 11:00 AM to
1:00 PM. Please plan to come!
BULLETIN NEWS: If you would like to submit an item for
the bulletin, please email it to: cstwohig@archomaha.org.
Items need to be received by Tuesday to be included in that
weekends bulletin.

Mowing Schedule:
Ponca-Parish Lawn: on or before September 23rd:
Jeff Keller & Phil Lowe.
South Creek Trimming: on or before September
23rd: Co-chairs; Bob Logue & Phil Knerl; Aaron
Bessmer, Brian Scollard, John Stander, Mark Cook,
Nick Sullivan, Shea Scollard.
Newcastle: Week of September 25th- Chairperson: Paul Pfister. Volunteers: Lupita Chase,
Clayton Kneifl, Clint Fox, Bryan Gotch,
Kirk Kneifl.

Office Phone: 402.755.2773
Office Hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays:
Hours vary. Please call ahead.
Fridays 9:00 am - 12:00pm
Address: 421 West 2nd Street;
Send mail to:
P.O. Box 898 Ponca, NE 68770
Pastor, Rev. Andrew Sohm
Cell: 402.709.3803
Email: alsohm@archomaha.org
Buildings & Grounds:
St. Joseph’s - Chairperson: Bob Logue - cell: 712259-2581. Members: Tony Stark, Dave Hansen,
Natalie Leader, Phil Lowe
St. Patrick’s - Chairperson - Bill Fitzgerald - Cell:
712-223-4355. Members: Ron Gill, Doyle Van
Dyke.
St. Peter’s - Chairperson: Mike Sorenson - Cell:
712-898-2379. Members: Paul Pfister, Todd Rosener, Greg Kneifl, Darrel Wieseler.
Joint Parish Council:
Members: Roger Bentz, John Lowe,
Ginny Keller, Mary Kay Mahler, Dan McNear.
Finance Council:
St. Joseph’s - Kevin Connot, Heather Rush, and
Deb Krause
St. Patrick’s - Patty Dinges, Doug Nelson, and
Larry Ney
St. Peter’s - Bryan Gotch, Ellen Kneifl, and Alan
Kneifl
Youth Minister:
St. Joseph’s - Wendi Shutte, 402.518.0115
Email: swschutte@nntc.net

St. JoSeph’S

St. patrick’S

St. peter’S

Established in 1890
420 West Second Street, Ponca
Mass Time: Sunday, 10:00 am

Established in 1856
119 East Elk Street, Jackson
Mass Time: Saturday, 5:00 pm

Established in 1873
403 Annie Street, Newcastle
Mass Time: Sunday, 8:00 am

Office Phone: 402.755.2773
Office Hours:
Tuesdays & Thursdays: 8:30 am - 2:00 pm,
Fridays: 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
(hours vary so please call first)
Address: 421 West 2nd Street, Ponca, NE.
Send mail to: P.O. Box 898 Ponca, NE 68770

Pastor, Rev. Andrew Sohm
Cell: (402) 709-3803
Pastoral Assistant: Paula Wendte
Cell: (712) 251-4732
Email: pwendte@archomaha.org
Deacon, Dennis Knudsen - (605) 670-9958
Email: dnknudsen@archomaha.org
Secretary/Bookkeeper, Cheri Twohig
Email: cstwohig@archomaha.org

Directors of Religious Education:

Liturgical Assistant, Esther Harrington
Email: eharrington@archomaha.org

St. Joseph’s - Crystal Mackling,
Email: crystalmackling@gmail.com

Parish Leadership Teams:

St. Patrick’s - Laura Ney,
Email: lasullivan@nntc.net
St. Peter’s - Denise Kneifl
Email: denise@scelectric.net

St. Joseph’s Crusaders:
Mary Kay Mahler: 712-223-0996
Jo Hogan: 712-259-8888
Kevin Connot: 402-518-0824
Adam Poulosky: 712-898-7581
Mari Sprakel: 712-560-2078

Religious Education Coordinator:
Paula Wendte: Cell: (712) 251-4732
Email: pwendte@archomaha.org

St. Patrick’s Missionary Team:
Paula Wendte: 712-251-4732
Mary Ann Pfister: 712-490-8222
Roger Bentz: 712-223-0317
Joan O’Neill: 712-301-7002
Ryan Bousquet: 402-508-0971

Websites: St. Joseph: Stjosephsponca.org Coordinator: Elise Lowe, elisenlowe@gmail.com
Facebook:
St. Patrick’s - Erin Stroot - erionis88@hotmail.com
St. Peter’s - Denise Kneifl - denise@scelectric.net

St. Peter’s Servers:
Lupita Chase: 402-360-2507
John Lowe: 605-670-0233
Deacon Dennis Knudsen: 605-670-9958
Joan Kneifl: 712-223-8431

September 18, 2022
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time

A Message From Fr. Andy

Sometimes looking at how people in other parts of the
world experience Church can be enlightening. When there are
not enough priests to have mass every Sunday the lay catechist
I have been enjoying my time as I was able to
gathers people together for prayer and bible study. And in these
meet with two of our CCD programs. I even
situations going to mass in another location is impossible bereceived a great call from a person willing to
cause of the distance, roads and lack of transportation. Yet the
teach. I just give thanks to God for all of our
wonderful people that truly care for our children. Thanks for all
Church is strong and the people have God at the center of their
of your patience as well with our new program to get our children lives. In some parts of the world where the faith is attacked,
registered for class. We need to have this information on file, if
courageous Catholic secretly have mass knowing full well they
we have need to reach a parent. We also need the numbers for
could face imprisonment if caught. In other parts of the world
records as we look over all of this information to determine what
parish will get a mass. They are looking at all of these numbers. even practicing your faith in anyway publicly can mean you lose
I pray every day that we will come up with a plan that works for your job. Our problems and decisions ought to make us love our
everyone. I’m involved in two circles and there are different fac- faith even more and sacrifice to strengthen it. If it means traveltors in both circles. The circles are at different places in the pro- ing some distance to mass; if it means our parish takes on a tocess and I’m doing my best to represent every one of you and I’m tally different focus—it also means we put ourselves into the
very concerned about how the correct information gets out to
new situation and take a risk to grow our faith in another garyou. So until I have clear guidance from the priest in charge of
the circle nothing is announced. Please know I’m here for all of den.
We have been asked to consider the life of the priest in this
you. I do not know my future either and it makes me anxious but
whole puzzle. Yearning for things to return to the way they
I have to trust the process just as you do. Please see the article
from Father Owen Korte. It is in different text so you can read it were will simply not work. There are many pressures attached
knowing this is not from me.
to celebrating mass in multiple locations and pastoring parishes
each of which have their own personality and issues. On a perA VISION FOR PASTORAL PLANNING: (After weeks of meetings
sonal note, as I work with the planning process with our family
and listening all sorts of opinions and feelings—-let me now put of parishes the emotional toll is real. When two of us are called
before you my opinion and vision.)
to handle all that goes into a 7 parish family, plus two Catholic
There’s an old saying that insanity is doing the same thing
elementaries and one Catholic high school we have to do things
over and over and figuring you will get different results. When
differently for the sake of the Vision and for the sake of the
Jesus preached the Kingdom of God He encountered those who priests involved. Churches that are full makes for a much better
were hurting in someway, who wanted to live their lives differand more energizing experience of Liturgy; you walk away from
ently. These people came to Him looking for something more.
those experiences with Hope. When this happens the money
He bonded with them so intimately that their lives were never
situation will take care of itself because people will want to
the same. Matthew went from being a tax collector to being
make it work and make it better. If it means we look for ways to
one of the Gospel writers. Peter went from being a fisherman
be more efficient with all the buildings we own at present then
with a boat to being a fisher of men. Mary went from being a
we begin to look at that and with prayer and respect for the pathumble maiden in an obscure town to being the Mother of God. rimony of our ancestors we move to a new way of being a parZacchaeus went from being up a tree, ostracized and hated to
ish.
being a disciple who paid people back several times over. The
I do want something better for us; I do want us to be excited
Gospels are filled with sinners who knew they needed a Savior.
about our experience of Church. And I do know, from the truth
The renewal that the Holy Spirit is leading our church into must of the Kingdom that Jesus brought, the change that is called for
start from a place where we are tired and hurting. For we have is first in the heart.
been doing that same thing over and over and still we are not
Fr. Korte
energized with hope. Being small is not the issue; being small
without having Hope, now that is a problem. The Vision in our
I’m praying for all of you farmers as you prepare for the harPastoral Planning is to take what we have, unite our forces, and vest that God will keep you safe as you work such long hours.
I’m begging that you offer some prayers for my nephew in basic
become a people who reach out to Jesus as our Savior—and it
training at this time for the United States Air Force. He is really
always means change. And change can happen when we see
appreciative of prayers. Thank you from the depths of my heart.
this Savior inviting us to walk more deeply with him. He is inHave a wonderful week and I’m here if you need me.
viting us to cast our nets into the deep.
As we encounter changes all around us we need to be aware Peace and Blessings,
of the feelings that rise up within us. When we are confronted
with our parish not having a weekend mass anymore or our parish not having my favorite mass time we might need to ask ourselves what is most important. The Vision of a Church that simply repeats what it has been doing and expecting different results
or a church that must embrace change, pray for the guidance of
the Holy Spirit and come to Jesus who is still our Savior—no
Fr. Andy
matter what our parish situation may look like.

Ministry Schedule:
Saturday, September 24- St. Patrick’s - 5:00 pm
Altar Server: ....... Claire Husen
Altar Server ........ Will Husen
Lector ................. Barb Fitzgerald
Music: ................ Scott Webb & Choir
Sunday, September 25- St. Peter’s - 8:00 am
Altar Server: ....... Caidan Gregg
Altar Server: ....... Kora Kneifl
Lector: ................ Leroy Hoesing
OMHC: .............. Deacon Dennis
Music: ................ Pat Sedivy
Ushers: ............... Chad Kneifl & Allan Bauman
Money Counter - Al & Lavonne Bauman
Sunday, September 25- St. Joseph’s 10:00 am
Altar Server ........ Cole Jackson
Altar Server: ....... Cora Jackson
Lector: ................ Mary Kay Mahler
Music: ................ Michael Gibbs
Ushers: ……….. Volunteers Needed
USHERS NEEDED AT ST. JOSEPH’S: If
you are available to usher for St. Joseph’s,
please contact Cheri. You can email her or
leave a message at the office.

Mass Times & Intentions:
Daily mass will be said at St. Peter’s
Tuesday - Friday at 9:00 AM.
Weekend Mass will be live streamed on
Facebook from St. Peter’s on Sundays at 8:00 AM.
You may watch these masses later on YouTube.
Go to youtube.com and search Ponca, Newcastle, Jackson.

Monday, September 19th— Casa de Paz
7:00 pm……Everyone in the guest book.
Tuesday, September 20th-– St. Peter’s
9:00 am……Josh Miko
Wednesday, September 21st– St. Peter’s
9:00 am……Bernie Adams
Thursday, September 22nd– St. Peter’s
9:00 am……… Frank Verzani
Friday, September 23rd- St. Peter’s
9:00 am…… Terry Kneifl
Saturday, September 24th– St. Patrick’s
5:00 pm… Pro Populo
Sunday, September 25th- St. Peter’s & St. Joseph’s
8:00 am … (St. Peter’s) Fr. Jim McCluskey
10:00 am ...(St. Joseph’s) Doug Keller

Stewardship of Treasure
Weekend of September 11
“God will not be out done in generosity!”
St. Joseph’s Sunday Offerings……$4,447.00
FISCAL YEAR END REPORTS The FYE
report has been inserted in the bulletin for each
parish. If you are reading the bulletin online,
there will be extra copies available in your
church.
PRINTING ISSUE WITH ENVELOPES:
We are aware of the printing issue with the
donation envelopes and the company has been
contacted. Your envelope number is correct
and that is how we track donations, so please
continue to use the envelopes. Thank you.

Area Needs……$234.00

St. Patrick’s Sunday Offerings……$1,425.00
Area Needs……$290.00

St. Peter’s Sunday Offerings………$614.50
Area Needs……$10.00

Please remember to write separate checks for
Altar Society dues, Cemetery donations and Mass
intentions.

